
Marie A. Hopkins
April 25, 1929 - November 4, 2024

Marie A. Hopkins (nee Colleluori), age 95, a resident of Glenolden and North
Cape May formerly of Overbrook passed away on November 4, 2024. 

 

Marie was born to the late Angelo and Rose (Massaro) Colleluori and grew up
in the Overbrook section of Philadelphia. She was a graduate of Overbrook
High School and worked in Telecommunications for the Hospital of the
University of Pennsylvania. Marie was a snowbird spending her winters in
Lauderhill, Florida. She loved shopping, traveling and the shore. Most of all,
she loved spending time with her family especially her grandchildren. 

 

She is survived by her children, John J. (Gail) Hopkins Sr., Patrick T.
(Deborah) Hopkins and Mary Louise (Keith) Silva; grandchildren, John lll,
Christopher, Daniel, Timothy, Crystal, Patrick Jr. and Nicholas; great
grandchildren, Liliana, John lV, Brady, Declan, Ava, Lucy, Michael and Harper;
brother, Joseph (Dolly) Colleluori. Also survived by many nieces and
nephews. 

 

Visitation: Friday 10:00 am at Kovacs Lombardo Funeral Home 530 W.
Woodland Avenue Springfield. 

 

Service: Friday 11:00 am at Kovacs Lombardo Funeral Home. 
 



Interment: SS. Peter & Paul Cemetery 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to CHOP at www.chop.edu 

Condolences: www.lombardofuneralhomes.com



Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 8. 10:00 AM (ET)

Kovacs Lombardo Funeral Home
530 W. Woodland Ave.
Springfield, PA 19064
(610) 544-3222

Service

NOV 8. 11:00 AM (ET)

Kovacs Lombardo Funeral Home
530 W. Woodland Ave.
Springfield, PA 19064
(610) 544-3222



Tribute Wall

Lombardo Funeral Homes - November 07, 2024 at 05:23 PM

Lombardo Funeral Homes created a Tribute Video in memory of
Marie A. Hopkins



ML MOM WAS A WEST PHILLY GIRL. WORKED FOR THE
SHIPYARDS, BELL TELLEPHONE, SHE WAS A DELCO
CROSSING GUARD ( WHEN SHE WAS A CROSSING GUARD
MOM WOULD GIVE OUT CANDY ON THURSDAY, NEEDLESS
TO SAY ALL THE KIDS WOULD RUN HOME BY WAY OF MY
MOM’S CORNER, TO GET THERE CANDY ! ) PRESIDENT OF
THE WOMEN’S REPUBLICAN CLUB FOR DELCO,” RAISING
FUNDS WITH YEARS OF SUCCESSFUL PENNY PARTIES”,
RECEIVING THANK YOU’S FROM PRESIDENTS AND
MEETINGS WITH FIRST LADIES, SHE WAS A SUCCESSFUL
DELCO COMMITTEE WOMAN FOR HER DISTRICT, WITH
HEART, SOUL, SHE WAS OFFICE MOM AT HOSPITAL
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA TELECOMMUNICATIONS
DEPARTMENT, TAKING CARE OF THE HOSPITAL’S
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BILLING, PAYROLL, PHONEBOOK,
PAGERS, OPERATORS, INTERPERTER, MAILROOM AND AN
EDUCATOR AS A TELECOMMUNIATIONS SPECIALIST. SHE
LEARNED TO DRIVE AT THE AGE OF 70 THANKS TO ALBERT
HER HARMONIOUS COMPANION SHE CONSIDERED THIS
DISASTERIOUS ! 

 MOM WAS BEAUTIFUL, FUNNY, STYLE, GRACE, GENEROUS
TO A FAULT, SHE TRUELY POSSED THE FRUITS OF THE
SPIRIT, LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE, KINDNESS,
GOODNESS, FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS AND
SELFCONTROL. 
MOM SHOWED ME HOW TO BE BRAVE, STRONG, TO
FORGIVE, UNCONDITIONAL LOVE AND WISDOM TO WALK IN
THE WAY OF THE LORD 

 IN MEMORY CARE I LEARNED THAT MOM COULD SING KNOW
ALL THE WORDS, AND OUT OF THE BLUE WOULD JUST
START WHISTLING. 
I WOULD TAKE MOM OUT OF MEMORY CARE AND WE WOULD
GO FOR A CAR RIDE OR SHOPPING HER FAVORITE THING. I
WOULD PLAY CD’S OF 40’S MUSIC, OLD STANDARDS BY ROD
STEWART OR HYMES AND SHE WOULD SING HER HEART
OUT 



THESE WERE THE TIMES I WAS ABLE TO SEE THE CHILD IN
MY MOTHER 

 MOM KNEW HOW TO USE HER WALKING CANE IF YOU GOT
ON THE WRONG SIDE OF HER AND YOU WOULD GET A FEW
CHOICE WORDS TO ! 

 MOM NEVER THOUGHT SHE WAS OLD TELLING PEOPLE SHE
WAS 69 YEARS OLD AND WHEN I WOULD REMIND HER THAT
SHE WAS IN HER 90’S SHE WOULD SAY WHO ME AND DENY
IT ! 

 WHEN MOM WAS GETTING MORE TIRED AND THE END WAS
GETTING CLOSER I ASKED HER, MOM WHEN IT IS MY TURN
TO LEAVE THIS WORLD WILL YOU COME GET ME 

 AND SHE SAID YES IF I CAN I WOULD LOVE TO TAKE YOU TO
HEAVEN WITH ME. SHE KNEW OF GODS LOVE AND THAT
HEAVEN WAS WAITING FOR HER ! 

 MOM LOVED GOD, FAMILY, COUNTRY, COOKING GOOD FOOD,
MATH,READING, ROSES, SPRINGTIME, CHANTILLY PERFUME,
RED LIPSTICK, LOVED TO BLING, WHETHERS CANDY,
SHOPPING FOR OTHERS, WEDDINGS, BABIES, CHRISTMAS,
ALL THE HOLIDAYS, MUSIC, BIG BANDS, TONY BENNETT,
TRAVELING TO ITALY CAPRI WAS HER FAVORITE PLACE IN
ITALY, HER HOME IN NORTH CAPE MAY, BEING A SNOWBIRD
AND SPENDING TIME IN FLORIDA FOR THE WINTER. 
BUT MOST OF ALL MOM LOVED ALL OF YOU ! 

  
I WANT TO THANK GOD FOR GIVING ME MY AMAZING
MOTHER, MY BROTHERS, SISTER IN LAWS FOR OPENING
YOUR HOMES AND TAKING CARE OF MOM WHEN SHE
NEEDED YOU. TO MY HUSBAND WHO IS MY ROCK AND LOVE 

  
I WANT TO THANK ALL OF OUR FAMILY, FRIENDS, ALL OF THE
WONDERFUL DOCTORS, NURSES, HOSPICE TEAM,
DIRECTORS, MED TECHS, AIDS, THERAPIST, SUPPORT STAFF
THAT HELPED TAKE CARE OF MOM. THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH
STAFF THAT VISITED HER AND GAVE HER COMMUNION AND
WHO PERFORMED TODAY SERVICES 

 I AM FOREVER GRATEFUL 



Mary Lou - November 10, 2024 at 12:40 PM

WITH ALL MY LOVE GOD BLESS 
 PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW



ML GROWING UP HER FAVORITE THINGS TO DO WHERE TO GO
TO THE EARLE THEATHER, ROLLER SKATING AT ADELPHIA
SKATING RINK, ICESKATING, GOING TO FAIRMOUNT PARK,
WOODSIDE AMUSEMENT PARK, TRAIN RIDES WITH HER
FATHER IN THE SPRING TO WASHINGTON DC TO SEE THE
CHERRY BLOSSOMS, TRIPS TO ATLANTIC CITY, NEW YORK,
AND OF COURSE ALL OF THE HOLIDAY TRADITIONS IN
PHILADELPHIA. EASTER ,THANKSGIVING PARADE,
CHRISTMAS AT WANAMAKERS LIGHT SHOW WITH IT’S
ORGAN, DICKENS VILLAGE, LIT BROTHERS, GIMBELS
TOYLAND, 69TH STREET SHOPPING 
MOM LOVED TO SHOP ! 

 BECAUSE OF HER FATHER AND HER GRANDPARENTS
IMMIGRATED FROM ITALY, MOM ONLY SPOKE ITALIAN WHEN
SHE STARTED SCHOOL AND WAS QUICKLY SENT HOME TO
LEARN ENGLISH. MOM LOVED TO READ AND AS A CHILD
HEIDI WAS ONE OF HER FAVORITE BOOKS. MOM WAS A
GREAT STUDENT AND EXCEEDINGLY SKIPPED TWO GRADES
TO GRADUATE EARLY FROM SCHOOL. 

 MOM WAS THE FIRST IN HER FAMILY TO GRADUATE FROM
HIGH SCHOOL - OVERBROOK HIGH SCHOOL WERE BUGS
BUNNY WAS A MASCOT IN HER TIME. 

 OVERBROOK HIGH SCHOOL HAS BEEN ADDED TO THE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES AND BEST
KNOWN FOR ITS FAMOUS ALUMNI 

 WILT CHAMBERLAIN RANKED NUMBER 5 ALL TIME GREAT
NBA PLAYER, WILL SMITH, GUION BLUFORD SPACE SHUTTLE
ASTRONAUT FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN IN SPACE , FRANK
PIASECKI HELICOPTER INVENTOR, MERRILL REESE VOICE
OF NFL PHILADELPHIA EAGLES AND NOW OUR MOTHER
FAMOUSLY KNOWN FOR HER MEATBALLS ! 
LIFE WAS NOT ALWAYS EASY BUT WITH AN OPEN HEART SHE
WOULD PERSEVERE 

 MOM’S BABY BROTHER JOHN THAT SHE FELT SHE RAISED
AS HER OWN, AT A YOUNG AGE BECAME PARALYZED ON HIS
LEFT SIDE SHE STRUGGLED TO COME TO GRIPS WITH HIS



CHALLENGES AND DISABILITIES. 
 WATCHING HER GENERATION, FAMILY, FRIENDS GO OFF TO

WORLD WAR TWO, LOOSING ONE OF HER PARTNERS IN
CRIME A FAVORITE COUSIN PASQUALE DIGOSTA ON
4/16/1944 WHILE ON CONVOY DUTY. 

 LATER IN LIFE SHE WOULD ENJOY GOING TO REUIONS 
 ON THE BATTLESHIP NORTH CAROLINA WITH HER COUSIN

VINCE WHO SERVED ON THAT SHIP, HIS WIFE AGNES,
FAMILY, HER COMPANION ALBERT AND THE WORLD WAR
TWO VETERANS THAT SO PROUDLY SERVED. 
MOM MEET MY FATHER WHEN WALKING HOME FROM
SCHOOL, HE ALMOST RAN HER OVER, NOT THE
CONVENTIONAL WAY TO MEET A GIRL, BUT AGAIN THAT WAS
MY FATHER. 
WHILE MY PARENTS WERE DATING MY FATHER, WAS
ENLISTED IN THE ARMY AND WAS SENT TO KOREA
NUMEROUS LOVE LETTERS AND COIN BOX PHONE CALLS
WHERE HE WOULD PROPOSED TO MY MOM EVERYTIME HE
CALLED HER! MY FATHER ADORED MY MOTHER AND WOULD
HAVE GIVEN HER ANYTHING IF HE COULD. HE DID ONE DAY
AND GOT HER A HOME ON THE BAY. 

 “ ON THE WAY TO CAPE MAY I FELL IN LOVE WITH YOU” 
 “ ON THE WAY TO CAPE MAY, I SAW MY DREAMS COME TRUE”

MOM WAS ALWAYS COOKING IN THE KITCHEN AND DAD WITH
NO SHIRT, SHORTS AND A PAINT BRUSH ! 

 DAD LOVING MOM AND BREATHING IN THE SALT AIR ! 
LATTER IN LIFE WHAT WAS TO BE THEIR GOLDEN YEARS MY
MOTHER HELPED TO HEAL AND COMFORT MY FATHER
THROUGH HIS ILLNESSES AND AMPUTATIONS 

 AFTER MY PARENTS WERE HAPPILY MARRIED THEY SO
DESPERATELY WANTED CHILDREN IT WOULD TAKE THEM
SEVEN YEARS TO FINALLY HAVE THEIR SHOW STOPPING
HANDSOME FIRST BORN SON JOHN TO FINALLY ARRIVE ! 

 HER SECOND BORN SON PATRICK, TOO CUTE AND SMART
FOR HIS OWN GOOD, FOLLOWED BY HER FAVORITE ME ! 

  
DURING THE TIME BETWEEN WHEN MY MOTHER WAS



Mary Lou - November 10, 2024 at 12:37 PM

MARRIED AND HAVING HER FIRST CHILD, SHE BECAME
GODMOTHER TO NUMEROUS GODCHILDREN, PASSING ON
HER ADORING HEART TO NICKY, PATTY, IRENE, MICHAEL ,
BILLY, FRANNY, MATTHEW PLEASE FORGIVE ME IF I FORGOT
ANYONE 

 SHE WAS SO PROUD OF HER GRANDCHILDREN THAT
MARRIED SOULMATES, THAT EMBODIED LOVING
CHARACTERISTICS SO HER GREAT GRANDCHILDREN
WOULD LEARN AND SHARE THESE GIFTS 

 BEAUTIFUL JACKIE, KERR, MICHELE AND THAT HANDSOME
MARK



ML “The Greatest of These is Love” 
  

I KNOW MY MOM IS IN HEAVEN BECAUSE OF God’s promise
that death is not the end, but ahead of us is heaven if we belong to
Christ. 
I KNOW MY MOTHER IS IN HEAVEN BECAUSE SHE LOVED
GOD, ME AND MY BROTHERS, EVEN WHEN WE DID NOT
DESERVE IT, SHE WAS LOVING US. 

 WHEN MOM STARTED TO BECOME WEAKER AND KNEW THAT
HER TIME WITH US WAS SHORTER SHE TOLD ME TO TELL
YOU > SHE LOVED YOU ALL ! 

 MY MOTHER PARENTS WERE ROSE RAE MASSARO AND
ANGELO COLLELUORI WHO AT THE TENDER AGES OF 16 AND
21 YEARS GAVE BIRTH TO MY MOTHER IN 1929. MY MOTHER
ADORED HER GRANDMOTHER MARIA LUIGGA WHO WOULD
HELP DO HER CHORES SO SHE COULD SNEAK OUT, UNDER
THE WATCHFUL EYE OF HER FATHER TO MEET UP WITH HER
COUSINS AND FRIENDS. 
MOM WAS THE OLDEST OF FIVE BOYS SHE WOULD TELL ME “
NOW THAT’S A LOT OF WHITE SHIRTS TO IRON ! “ 

 SHE LOVED HER FIVE BROTHERS, DOMINIC, ANGELO JR,
FRED, JOSEPH, JOHN 
TALKING ABOUT HER BROTHERS COULD MAKE HER CRY,
LOVING AND MISSING THEM ALL ! 
MOM LOVED HER NUMEROUS NEICES, NEPHEWS, COUSINS,
AUNTS AND UNCLES 

 MOM LOVED HER SONS JOHN AND PATRICK AND HER
FAVORITE DAUGHTER ME 
DAUGHTER IN LAWS GAIL, DEBBIE, SON IN LAW KEITH,
GRANDCHILDREN JOHN, NICHOLAS, CHRISTOPHER,
CHRYSTAL, DANNY, TIMOTHY, PATRICK, GREAT
GRANDCHILDREN LILIANA, JOHN 4, BRADY, MICHAEL,
HARPER, LUCY, DECLAN, AVA. 

 MOST OF ALL MY FATHER JOHN JOSEPH HOPKINS SR. 
 AFTER MY FATHER PASSED MOM ALSO HAD A SPECIAL

FAMILY WITH HER COMPANION ALBERT PAOLETTI, AND



BECAME FONDLY CLOSE WITH ALBERT’S DAUGHTER
JOSEPHINE, AND HER FAMILY CHARLEY, CHRISTINA,
ELIZABETH AND BRIAN SHE LOVED YOU AND SPENDING TIME
WITH YOU WATCHING YOU ALL GROW. 

 WATCHING MOM AND HER COMPANION ALBERT WAS LIKE
WATCHING TWO SCHOOLS KIDS ENJOYING LIFE AT A MUCH
LATER STAGE IN THEIR SEVENTIES AND EIGHTIES. 

 TRAVELING, BEING SNOWBIRDS DOING WHATEVER THEY
FELT LIKE, FOREVER GRATEFUL FOR THEIR LOVING
COMPANIONSHIP. 

 MY MOTHER LOVED HER INTIMATE FRIENDS AND FAMILY ON
POPLAR AVE, WHO SHARED IN BIRTHDAYS, CHRISTENINGS,
WEDDINGS, ANNIVERSARIES AND DRIVEWAY PICNICS THEY
WERE AMAZING ! 

 IMAGINE PICKING YOUR FIRST HOME OUT ON A NEW
CONSTRUCTION SITE, THEN YOUR COUSIN PICKS THE HOME
RIGHT NEXT DOOR TO YOU AND THEN ANOTHER COUSIN
PICKS A HOME RIGHT NEXT DOOR TO THEM. 
THREE COUSINS IN A ROW HOME, RIGHT NEXT DOOR TO
EACH OTHER 5 IN ONE HOUSE, 6 AND THEN 9 IN THE NEXT
HOUSE. THAT’S 20 COUSINS LIVING IN ROW HOMES RIGHT
NEXT DOOR TO ONE ANOTHER ! WHEN ONE OF THE KIDS
WHERE IN TROUBLE ALL YOU HAD TO DO WAS PUT A GLASS
TO THE WALL TO FIND OUT HOW MUCH TROUBLE YOU
REALLY WERE IN ! AND IF THEY WERE SPEAKING IN ITALIAN
ABOUT YOU OH BOY ! 

  
THESE WERE HER DEAREST COUSINS PEG/TOM, WITH
THERE CHILDREN NICKY, JOSEPHINE, TOMMY AND JEANNIE.
THEN RIGHT NEXT DOOR TO THEM WAS VINCENT / AGNES
WITH THEIR CHILDREN ANNA, MARIAN, JOAN, VINCENT,
FRED, BILLY AND BOBBY. 
AND LET’S NOT FORGET UNCLE CHOLLY AND AUNT
KATHLEEN AND ALL THEIR CHILDREN. 

 MOM LOVED ALL THE NEIGHBORS, THAT WERE REALLY
MORE LIKE FAMILY, THE REILLYS, DOLANS, PASQUE, AND
MICKEY SWORDS. MICKEY WOULD DO ALL THE LADIES HAIR



Mary Lou - November 10, 2024 at 12:33 PM

IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD, MAKING SURE MOM ALWAYS HAD A
LOT OF TEASED HAIR AND AQUA NET ! THIS IS ALSO WHERE
YOU CAUGHT UP ON ALL THE NEWS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD
OR JUST CONFIDE IN YOUR DEAR FRIEND’S EAR. MOM WAS
SO BLESSED ! 

  
MOM WAS BORN IN 1929, AT THE PRESTON RETREAT
HOSPITAL , WHICH WAS FUNDED IN THE 19TH CENTURY
FROM THE ESTATE OF DR. JONAS PRESTON FOR “INDIGENT
MARRIED WOMEN OF GOOD CHARACTER” LONG BEFORE ITS
AFFILIATION WITH PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. MOM WAS
BORN IN THE YEAR OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION AS MARIE
ANNA COLLELUORI NICK NAME MAC. NAMED AFTER BOTH
HER GRANDMOTHERS 

 HER MOTHER WOULD MAKE ALL OF HER DRESSES, AND HER
FATHER KEPT A STRICT EYE OUT ON HIS ONLY DAUGHTER 

 AFTER MARRIAGE HER FATHER WOULD CALL HER
EVERYDAY, JUST TO SAY HELLO AND I LOVE YOU.

Lombardo Funeral Homes - November 07, 2024 at 12:09 PM

116 files added to the album LifeTributes
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Joe , Dolly , Karen, Teresa, Marie - November 06, 2024 at
11:21 AM

Joe , Dolly , Karen, Teresa, Marie purchased the
Divine Peace Bouquet for the family of Marie A.
Hopkins.

Gail Hopkins - November 06, 2024 at 10:15 AM

This is for one of the best moms mother-in-laws, Grandmoms and G
moms she absolutely was one in 1 million. You don’t get much
better than my mother-in-law. I have known and loved her for 55
years and somehow doesn’t seem long enough We will miss her
silly ways and all The joy and love she has brought to our beautiful
family The way she enjoyed all of her grandbabies and great grands
just brings a smile to my face mom you will be missed so very much
by so many RIP UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN, GIVE DAD AND MY
BEAUTIFUL MOM. HUGS 

KM
Kelly Mccausland - November 07, 2024 at 08:43 AM

She was and I hope Nana was there to welcome grandma home.
sending lots of love and hugs to everyone.

https://www.lombardofuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lombardofuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


DA “The Greatest of These is Love”
  

I KNOW MY MOM IS IN HEAVEN BECAUSE OF God’s promise that
death is not the end, but ahead of us is heaven if we belong to Christ. 

 I KNOW MY MOTHER IS IN HEAVEN BECAUSE SHE LOVED GOD,
ME AND MY BROTHERS, EVEN WHEN WE DID NOT DESERVE IT,
SHE WAS LOVING US.

 WHEN MOM STARTED TO BECOME WEAKER AND KNEW THAT
HER TIME WITH US WAS SHORTER SHE TOLD ME TO TELL YOU
> SHE LOVED YOU ALL !

 MY MOTHER PARENTS WERE ROSE RAE MASSARO AND
ANGELO COLLELUORI WHO AT THE TENDER AGES OF 16 AND 21
YEARS GAVE BIRTH TO MY MOTHER IN 1929. MY MOTHER
ADORED HER GRANDMOTHER MARIA LUIGGA WHO WOULD
HELP DO HER CHORES SO SHE COULD SNEAK OUT, UNDER THE
WATCHFUL EYE OF HER FATHER TO MEET UP WITH HER
COUSINS AND FRIENDS. 

 MOM WAS THE OLDEST OF FIVE BOYS SHE WOULD TELL ME “
NOW THAT’S A LOT OF WHITE SHIRTS TO IRON ! “

 SHE LOVED HER FIVE BROTHERS, DOMINIC, ANGELO JR, FRED,
JOSEPH, JOHN 

 TALKING ABOUT HER BROTHERS COULD MAKE HER CRY,
LOVING AND MISSING THEM ALL ! 

 MOM LOVED HER NUMEROUS NEICES, NEPHEWS, COUSINS,
AUNTS AND UNCLES

 MOM LOVED HER SONS JOHN AND PATRICK AND HER FAVORITE
DAUGHTER ME 

 DAUGHTER IN LAWS GAIL, DEBBIE, SON IN LAW KEITH,
GRANDCHILDREN JOHN, NICHOLAS, CHRISTOPHER, CHRYSTAL,
DANNY, TIMOTHY, PATRICK, GREAT GRANDCHILDREN LILIANA,
JOHN 4, BRADY, MICHAEL, HARPER, LUCY, DECLAN, AVA.

 MOST OF ALL MY FATHER JOHN JOSEPH HOPKINS SR.
 AFTER MY FATHER PASSED MOM ALSO HAD A SPECIAL FAMILY

WITH HER COMPANION ALBERT PAOLETTI, AND BECAME
FONDLY CLOSE WITH ALBERT’S DAUGHTER JOSEPHINE, AND
HER FAMILY CHARLEY, CHRISTINA, ELIZABETH AND BRIAN SHE
LOVED YOU AND SPENDING TIME WITH YOU WATCHING YOU
ALL GROW.

 WATCHING MOM AND HER COMPANION ALBERT WAS LIKE
WATCHING TWO SCHOOLS KIDS ENJOYING LIFE AT A MUCH
LATER STAGE IN THEIR SEVENTIES AND EIGHTIES.

 TRAVELING, BEING SNOWBIRDS DOING WHATEVER THEY FELT
LIKE, FOREVER GRATEFUL FOR THEIR LOVING
COMPANIONSHIP.

 MY MOTHER LOVED HER INTIMATE FRIENDS AND FAMILY ON
POPLAR AVE, WHO SHARED IN BIRTHDAYS, CHRISTENINGS,
WEDDINGS, ANNIVERSARIES AND DRIVEWAY PICNICS THEY



Daughter - November 10, 2024 at 09:51 AM

WERE AMAZING !
 IMAGINE PICKING YOUR FIRST HOME OUT ON A NEW

CONSTRUCTION SITE, THEN YOUR COUSIN PICKS THE HOME
RIGHT NEXT DOOR TO YOU AND THEN ANOTHER COUSIN PICKS
A HOME RIGHT NEXT DOOR TO THEM. 

 THREE COUSINS IN A ROW HOME, RIGHT NEXT DOOR TO EACH
OTHER 5 IN ONE HOUSE, 6 AND THEN 9 IN THE NEXT HOUSE.
THAT’S 20 COUSINS LIVING IN ROW HOMES RIGHT NEXT DOOR
TO ONE ANOTHER ! WHEN ONE OF THE KIDS WHERE IN
TROUBLE ALL YOU HAD TO DO WAS PUT A GLASS TO THE WALL
TO FIND OUT HOW MUCH TROUBLE YOU REALLY WERE IN ! AND
IF THEY WERE SPEAKING IN ITALIAN ABOUT YOU OH BOY !

  
THESE WERE HER DEAREST COUSINS PEG/TOM, WITH THERE
CHILDREN NICKY, JOSEPHINE, TOMMY AND JEANNIE. THEN
RIGHT NEXT DOOR TO THEM WAS VINCENT / AGNES WITH
THEIR CHILDREN ANNA, MARIAN, JOAN, VINCENT, FRED, BILLY
AND BOBBY. 

 AND LET’S NOT FORGET UNCLE CHOLLY AND AUNT KATHLEEN
AND ALL THEIR CHILDREN.

 MOM LOVED ALL THE NEIGHBORS, THAT WERE REALLY MORE
LIKE FAMILY, THE REILLYS, DOLANS, PASQUE, AND MICKEY
SWORDS. MICKEY WOULD DO ALL THE LADIES HAIR IN THE
NEIGHBORHOOD, MAKING SURE MOM ALWAYS HAD A LOT OF
TEASED HAIR AND AQUA NET ! THIS IS ALSO WHERE YOU
CAUGHT UP ON ALL THE NEWS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OR
JUST CONFIDE IN YOUR DEAR FRIEND’S EAR. MOM WAS SO
BLESSED !

  
MOM WAS BORN IN 1929, AT THE PRESTON RETREAT HOSPITAL
, WHICH WAS FUNDED IN THE 19TH CENTURY FROM THE
ESTATE OF DR. JONAS PRESTON FOR “INDIGENT MARRIED
WOMEN OF GOOD CHARACTER” LONG BEFORE ITS AFFILIATION
WITH PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. MOM WAS BORN IN THE YEAR
OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION AS MARIE ANNA COLLELUORI NICK
NAME MAC. NAMED AFTER BOTH HER GRANDMOTHERS

 HER MOTHER WOULD MAKE ALL OF HER DRESSES, AND HER
FATHER KEPT A STRICT EYE OUT ON HIS ONLY DAUGHTER

 AFTER MARRIAGE HER FATHER WOULD CALL HER EVERYDAY,
JUST TO SAY HELLO AND I LOVE YOU.



DL MOM WAS A WEST PHILLY GIRL. WORKED FOR THE SHIPYARDS,
BELL TELLEPHONE, SHE WAS A DELCO CROSSING GUARD (
WHEN SHE WAS A CROSSING GUARD MOM WOULD GIVE OUT
CANDY ON THURSDAY, NEEDLESS TO SAY ALL THE KIDS
WOULD RUN HOME BY WAY OF MY MOM’S CORNER, TO GET
THERE CANDY ! ) PRESIDENT OF THE WOMEN’S REPUBLICAN
CLUB FOR DELCO,” RAISING FUNDS WITH YEARS OF
SUCCESSFUL PENNY PARTIES”, RECEIVING THANK YOU’S FROM
PRESIDENTS AND MEETINGS WITH FIRST LADIES, SHE WAS A
SUCCESSFUL DELCO COMMITTEE WOMAN FOR HER DISTRICT,
WITH HEART, SOUL, SHE WAS OFFICE MOM AT HOSPITAL
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA TELECOMMUNICATIONS
DEPARTMENT, TAKING CARE OF THE HOSPITAL’S
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BILLING, PAYROLL, PHONEBOOK,
PAGERS, OPERATORS, INTERPERTER, MAILROOM AND AN
EDUCATOR AS A TELECOMMUNIATIONS SPECIALIST. SHE
LEARNED TO DRIVE AT THE AGE OF 70 THANKS TO ALBERT HER
HARMONIOUS COMPANION SHE CONSIDERED THIS
DISASTERIOUS !

 MOM WAS BEAUTIFUL, FUNNY, STYLE, GRACE, GENEROUS TO A
FAULT, SHE TRUELY POSSED THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT, LOVE,
JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS, FAITHFULNESS,
GENTLENESS AND SELFCONTROL. 
MOM SHOWED ME HOW TO BE BRAVE, STRONG, TO FORGIVE,
UNCONDITIONAL LOVE AND WISDOM TO WALK IN THE WAY OF
THE LORD

 IN MEMORY CARE I LEARNED THAT MOM COULD SING KNOW
ALL THE WORDS, AND OUT OF THE BLUE WOULD JUST START
WHISTLING. 

 I WOULD TAKE MOM OUT OF MEMORY CARE AND WE WOULD
GO FOR A CAR RIDE OR SHOPPING HER FAVORITE THING. I
WOULD PLAY CD’S OF 40’S MUSIC, OLD STANDARDS BY ROD
STEWART OR HYMES AND SHE WOULD SING HER HEART OUT

 THESE WERE THE TIMES I WAS ABLE TO SEE THE CHILD IN MY
MOTHER

 MOM KNEW HOW TO USE HER WALKING CANE IF YOU GOT ON
THE WRONG SIDE OF HER AND YOU WOULD GET A FEW
CHOICE WORDS TO !

 MOM NEVER THOUGHT SHE WAS OLD TELLING PEOPLE SHE
WAS 69 YEARS OLD AND WHEN I WOULD REMIND HER THAT
SHE WAS IN HER 90’S SHE WOULD SAY WHO ME AND DENY IT !

 WHEN MOM WAS GETTING MORE TIRED AND THE END WAS
GETTING CLOSER I ASKED HER, MOM WHEN IT IS MY TURN TO
LEAVE THIS WORLD WILL YOU COME GET ME

 AND SHE SAID YES IF I CAN I WOULD LOVE TO TAKE YOU TO
HEAVEN WITH ME. SHE KNEW OF GODS LOVE AND THAT
HEAVEN WAS WAITING FOR HER !



Daughter Mary Lou - November 10, 2024 at 09:57 AM

MOM LOVED GOD, FAMILY, COUNTRY, COOKING GOOD FOOD,
MATH,READING, ROSES, SPRINGTIME, CHANTILLY PERFUME,
RED LIPSTICK, LOVED TO BLING, WHETHERS CANDY, SHOPPING
FOR OTHERS, WEDDINGS, BABIES, CHRISTMAS, ALL THE
HOLIDAYS, MUSIC, BIG BANDS, TONY BENNETT, TRAVELING TO
ITALY CAPRI WAS HER FAVORITE PLACE IN ITALY, HER HOME IN
NORTH CAPE MAY, BEING A SNOWBIRD AND SPENDING TIME IN
FLORIDA FOR THE WINTER. 

 BUT MOST OF ALL MOM LOVED ALL OF YOU !
  

I WANT TO THANK GOD FOR GIVING ME MY AMAZING MOTHER,
MY BROTHERS, SISTER IN LAWS FOR OPENING YOUR HOMES
AND TAKING CARE OF MOM WHEN SHE NEEDED YOU. TO MY
HUSBAND WHO IS MY ROCK AND LOVE

  
I WANT TO THANK ALL OF OUR FAMILY, FRIENDS, ALL OF THE
WONDERFUL DOCTORS, NURSES, HOSPICE TEAM, DIRECTORS,
MED TECHS, AIDS, THERAPIST, SUPPORT STAFF THAT HELPED
TAKE CARE OF MOM. THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH STAFF THAT
VISITED HER AND GAVE HER COMMUNION AND WHO
PERFORMED TODAY SERVICES

 I AM FOREVER GRATEFUL
 WITH ALL MY LOVE GOD BLESS

 PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW
 WE LOVE YOU MOM ! YOU FOUGHT THE GOOD FIGHT AND WE

WERE ALL BLESSED BY YOU ! AMAZING ! FOREVER IN OUR
HEARTS YOUR LOVING FAMILY

KL

Karen Lubberman - April 24 at 10:30 AM

Gail, I am so sorry to hear of Marie's passing, but she sure lived a full
life! I was just thinking of all of you because the house will be torn
down next winter. It will be very sad as there are so many memories of
all the years of Marie and John being next door. Marie was the
sweetest neighbor to my grandmom and we have missed her as a
neighbor for the past several years. I hope you are all well and we
would love if you stop by! The house will not be torn down or rented
this summer, so come by to see it once more!! Find me on FB!


